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ee ast some ESBS. that the acide. can get at 
oes aise “beneath Ss i6e: The feliow Water “ily and 
eet usually grow { suttictently déep water so that* 
‘hts purpose of a winter ‘food supply, Muskrets 
also bt on clase dering. the: winter. The source of food durt 
ing bey tae Shain ¢ of” ba ls ; Spring, summer and fai, is the’ © 
certed “Sweety itce, Wepato or Dock Potato, sometimes 
| , Ato™ » are @ll1 eaten in addition to the two 
already ‘nemed. ‘The tubers of the Wapato are sometimes found tn 
muskrat houses where they are stored by the rats as a winter 
food UPPITY, yee eA 
/ e food supply settled, it is GIS oie also that 
ca guna. aie have suiteble ving conditions. This méang | 
that there must te a certain amount. of grasses ‘or cover, which 
of course would be ‘affarded to a considérable extént by the Rild 
Ages atteil, Sweet Plag, Bulrush and other growth that would 
Btéd for fdod! They must also have’ suitetle material for 
butt ing theif houses or tanks in whith they nisey dig and make 
their dens.° Any high banks or ridges along an overflow could 
undoubtedly ‘be used hy muskrats for their dens. Wild Rice, Cat~ 


tail, “ulrushes end “weet Flag all afford consicerable material 
for building houses in: addition to cover.and.food. an = ie 





a1 5." The questior of cover and living’ querters settled, 

it fs twportent that a ‘sufficient depth of water be mainteined 
during the wiiiter So “that the ice does not freece down to the 
pte fom mMiskrats ‘go Out beneath ‘the ice from their living 
Sees rs “to forage beneath ‘the fice for a food supply. The 

reer nie’ tothe bottom cuts off the fdod supply of the muskrits. 
During the winter they come ovt in séarch of food ‘and it is lack 
of food more than anything else that causes the muskrats to run 
away or eave.” Some wWirters you ho dovbt have noticed the musk- 
rats will be running all) over a marsh and migrate across the 
fields. This is because of the ice freezing down to the botton. 
Huskrats then get to be what we call “runvers". 


4. With these other thities taken care of, there still 
remains the question of protection for the moskrets. Probably ; 
the greatest matural enemy of the muskrat is the mink. They 
Kill whole families of muskrats. Therefore, it should be made 
a rule to trap cr shoot a mink on ‘sight any time during the 
year, if you desire to make a succees of the muskrat proposition, 


for the two will not get along together at all. Alsc, because of 


the mink destroying ducks and any other birds that they may come 
across, we believe that mink should be given no protection -- 
father theré should be a bovnty paid on his scaip. The only other 
roblem of dar sbetet en that one has to deal much with, aside from 
the 3 ice freezing to the-bottom and driving the muskrats out during | 
oe nter in search of food, sre sudden rises of water during the 
which often drive out the rats. Of course, stray 
rhas os possibly wolves have a habit of digging into the houses and 
destroying. et the old and. ere, | Yi 
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In the above I peve tried to outline some of the conditions 
needed to make a muskrat farm ideal. Answering your questions z 
should think that overflowed land with s certain amount of shallow 
water Yrom one to three feet deep and with channels up to five or 
six feet deep here and there throughout, the arenh wowcus it had 
n 


banks for muskrat dens, and cover and food were troduced, would 
make a good plece for muskrats. I would start the food cover 
supply first, because this is the first essential and the plants 
will do better before. the muskrats become numerous ~~ in other” 
words, they would get a better stert. As the food supply becomes 
more abundant, conditions are such that the aréa will support a 
larger number of muskrats, and if no trapping is carrted on a few 
seasons to begin with, the entire area will become | entifully 
stocked with muskrats, providing the enemies of muskrats mentioned 
above are kept under control. Possibly Some df the many islands 
you mention have high banks. in which muskrats can build their dens. 


It is probable that the rats already in the territory will 

spread and increase, especielly if they were not trapped for two 
or three seasons, and the food supply and conditions were Suitable 
to permit this. Conditions being fevorable as outlined above, it 
ts peasonable to believe that muskrats that have for various reasons 

been driven out of wat other waters would stop and stay on these 
lands when they came-to them. It is probable that such food plants 
as are native to the region, would gradually spread to parts 0 _ the 
overflow, but this is often a slow process, and ¢an be hastened by 
planting small. beds. of the plants needed for food and cover here and 
there on the property. . ne 
| Regarding the reising and Lowering of the water as mentioned 
above; the unfevorable point. aboutthis is that the young rats are 
drowned out by the waters rising in the spring. A rise or fall of 
two feet in depth of water during the growing season would possibly 
not be seriously injurious to the plants, but this is about the limit. 
Ugwever, during the winter and spring up until about June ist, when 
the flood usually occurs, the water may be almost any depth without 
injuring the plants that are dormant during that time. 


Yours for a profitable muskrat wer sh, rs 


CLYDE B. TERRELL gh 
PERRELL'S AQUATIC FARMS & NURSERIES 


Oshkosh, Wiseonsin, U. S&S. A. 








“ ae es ee ae 7 
. § bei omtitoeen SS 





‘The minber of aveltrats that aay be raised in any sized apace 
is entirely deperivent upon the amount cf food furnished, or 
upen the néetural supply of it. 
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P- sit ° 
A, meaturel food suooly should exiut during the svring amd cua 
mer, tO give the younr crowing animale something to wore foc, 
contributine the needed erercecise to develop their vonus and body 
This requirement 1s best met by plantine vecetation within the 
enclosure around the watered portions, and in the water. Wild rice, 
Water lilies, cat-tails, etc..are very cood for the. water veretae 
tion, *** Jerusalen Artichores®® ape also very vosd fox this vure 
DOSS; they will need no further attention after they have once 
Deen olented in naturdlly vich or well fertalized sollitne auske 
oe Will din then out $9 uoSs Want ties durince tne winter, 
9.108. 
WiUSKPatSs are srobably ths wiost prolific fur-beartns euisals 
Known in the United States, 
RRA K 
"The heicht of the bresdine season for auckrata is in the early 
Spring. but they bresd. to sone extent, durin imost any “Lue of 
the yGer. Younz ones mot wore then five or six davs old have been 
Seen in Gigi nests in February. Musktrats usually breed fron thr 
te rive tiges a year:*** it ie believed that at lesst fom Litter 
imeyY Se aVEBSed under this ovseten, in which the nunber of vouns 
- —— Wel Fb. -2ron threes -te +i ftcen—-each-—o7 an averace cf ebout efenot. 
THO Youle OF Sa.ly Serine will mature sexumily, and oriny litters 
am. the fall of the ase vear in whien they are born. The young ir, 


ie 


Bll Widesumaer Litters ars considerably -ereater in nuuber tusn the 
are in spring. fall or winter litters. 
Ge. i110 : 


They mature sexually at about four months of ars. when taney will 
Leber and bring their litters twentv-one days later. 

ses ado not reach a Pauverior™ price conttion un il the soring 
followings, their birth neitiier do they attain ful srovtn before that 
timee 

. Muskrat Paising 18 @ sold mine for anv ue who will earnestiy d+ 
vote his efforta to its unlimited possibilities. The ,early vroduc« 
tion is enormous amd nearle all profit, *** 
. PusDING 

Muskrats arc vezetorians,. They live on grass. gracs roots, water plants 
of all kinds, tender bark of twics. smell shrudbery. tender bark of 
pine sprouts. alder or willow. They will eet -imost any kind of ver» 
etetion that crows in tne garden. as cabtarze. Lettuce, craic, patatoes 
turnivs. Celery, parsninps. carrots. beets and t.eir tora. They ave 
giéo tond of onions-squash, melons. pumpkins cantelouces, wild rice 
Pane, wicat, oats. corn. barley, vater lilies oat tails. sain chops 
Glover, aifalfe and all kinds of fruit. They vill alco eat cCread of 
any xind. ‘ | ’ 

—  Sabbage. kale or rvane-to be fed fresh ho, wilted’ or tronen 
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Ccristant <vein GQict way Cauce blinaneses df fecaing qvain-aive hea 
eoue bacon rind, pork or lard + tnis aivo trevents cannivalics, 


Diversity food. Keep gelt aveilabis to then, 


p. 314 * F eae 
Por two or three weeks before muskrate are to be pelted for their 
fara. they Shoala be fed Liberally vith carrotc or sugar beets. 






@ Out the fur oeking 1t wonderfully cLiky. oF wlocoy- 
ed Wm with other foods are Blog excelicnt fur developers. 
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VnAte peter aud fed ys "assures bullaing 
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